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Certainly the record of the Chinese Red Armies in
holding out against overwhelmingly superior forces
seemed to indicate the possibilities of such tactics: if the
Manchurian Volunteers could keep a Japanese garrison
so busy, what could all China do in armed revolt?
I wondered what Yang, who had a record as a real
fighting general, would say. And his answer was all
the more surprising, because he used a psychological
and not a strategic argument.
"How can anyone answer this question in theory,
in the abstract? China's strength is not in new aero-
planes or tanks—Japan can always have as many of
these as China, and more. But our real strength is
our knowledge that we must fight Japan. It is not a
question of material strength, but of will faced by
necessity. When we have the will to fight, we can."
"That's a real answer!" said Agnes enthusiastic-
ally, when it was translated. And I was inclined to
agree: there was no doubt that the past policy of the
Central Government had succeeded in leaking away
most of the will to active resistance that had existed
in China. We felt a new respect for "Bandit" Yang;
he looked as though he meant what he said, and he
was a last-ditcher himself.
We asked about the release of the Generalissimo
from Sian, and got the answer we expected, "General
Chiang for very long had known little of the demands
and sentiments of the Chinese people in regard to Jap-
anese imperialism, because he always associated with
'pro-Japanese' elements. We used the opportunity
we had in Sian to discuss this question systematically,
and we finally convinced him to the point of accept-
ing our main principles for a change of policy. Then
we were free to release him." This was an obvious

